To astirred methanol solution (20 ml) containing nickel nitrate hexahydrate (0.076 g, 0.25 mmol) and tris(2-benzimidazolylmethyl)amine (ntb, 0.100 g, 0.25 mmol), amethanol solution (10 ml) of 3,5-dinitrobenzoic acid (DNB, 0.053 g, 0.25 mmol) and piperidine (0.022 g, 0.25 mmol) was added dropwise. After stirring for half an hour, the filtrate of the resulting solution was allowed to stand for several weeks to give blue crystals. The products were filtered and washed with cold methanol and dried in vacuum over P 2 O 5 (yield, 53 %). Elemental analysis -found: C, . 49.83 . %;.H,.3.65 . %; . N,.18.16 . %; calculated for C 64H56N20Ni2O20 (without solvent): C, 49.88 %; H, 3.54 %; N, 18.22 %. The solvent was lost during the preparation of the sample for analysis.

